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; HASHINGTON (RAP) - IN SECRET TESTIMONY LAST MONTHs CIf n;EEETUR““”/,
o BitriaM J. CRSEY cONFIRMED THAT U.S.-BACKED REBELS HAVE LAUNCHED
‘ 'SRBOTAGE RAIDS INTO NICARAGUR BUT DENIED THAT THE RGENCY 1S TRYING TO
i OVERTHROW THE COUNTRY'S LEFTIST GOVERNMENTs SOURCES SAY.

AEKING TG REMRIN ANONYMOUSs SOURCES KNONLEDGEABLE aBouT CAseY’s
TESTINONY SA1D THE CIR cuier toip TRE House AND SENATE INTELLIGENCE
COMMITTEES THAT THE COVERT RCTIONS RRE INTENDED 70 CUT OFF WEARPONS
HERDED FOR EL SALVADOR WHILE APPLYING PRESSURE ON NICARAGUA'S
SANDINISTA GOVERNMENT.

Bur CRSEY AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE OFFICIALS REPORTEDLY DENIED
FUBLISHED REPORTS SUGGESTING THAT THE COVERT ACTIONS WERE OUT OF
CONTROL AND WERE NON TRYING TO TOPPLE THE SANDINISTRS.

NICARRGUR MRS CHRRGED REPEATEDLY OVER THE PAST YEAR THAT

. L1R-SUPPORTEDs RIGHTIST REBELS HAVE CONDUCTED MILITARY RAIDS INTO
" NICRRAGUA FROM NEIGHBORING HONDURARS. THE RERGAN ADMINISTRATION HAS
REFUSED COMMENT. ON THE REPORTS. '

SoURCES SAID CRSEY'S TESTIMONY NRS INTENDED TO DEFUSE CONGRESSIONAL
CONCERN OVER THE DIRECTION OF CIR CLANDESTINE ACTIVITIES 1IN CENTRAL
RMERICAs AND BY MOST ACCOUNTSs HE SUCCEEDED IN REASSURING SOME
SKEFTICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS.

SOME MEMBERSs HOWEVERS CONTINUE TO QUESTION THE Ciﬂ’s DISTINCTION
BETNEEN PRESSURING THE NICARAGUAN GOGVERNMENT AND TRYING TO OVERTHRON
1Ts THE SOURCES SRID.

B IR n1s TESTIMONYs CASEY SRID ANTI-SANDINISTR REBELS WHO HAVE BEEN
! NORKING NITH THE CIR MAVE CONDUCTED RRIDS INTC NICARAGUA AND DESTROYED
BRIDGESs THE SOURCES SRID.

K1CARAGUR CHARGED LAST MARCH THAT $SCOUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES'' MAD

DYNAMITED AND DESTROYED THE R10 NEGRo AND 0COTAL BRIDGESs BUT THE
' SDURCES SAID 1T MRS NOT CLERR FROM CRSEY'S TESTIMONY IF THIS WRS THE
INCIDENT HE NARS REFERRING TO.

DNE SOURCE ALSO SRID CASEY AVOIDED GIVING A DIRECT ANSWER WHEN ASKED
1F RMERICAN AGENTS HAVE ENTERED NICARAGUA. BUT ANOTHER SOURCE SRID
CASEY AND OTHER INTELLIGENCE OFFICIALS STRTED CLEARLY THAT AMERICANS
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CRASEY REPORTEDLY PUT THE NUMBER OF CIR AGENTS INVOLVED IN THE

‘_ CLANDESTINE RCTIVITIES AT LESS THRN S0s IN CONTRAST TO PUBL 1SHED

REPORTS THAT HAVE ESTIMATED THE SIZE OF THE U.5. CONTINGENT AT AS
Lakee as 150, : ‘

LONGRESS HAS EXPRESSED GRONING CONCERN OVER CIA ACTIVITIES IN
CENTRAL AMERICARs EVEN VOTING LAST MONTH 7O BAR tHe CIR FRONM SUPPORTING
UiMILITARY ACTIVITIES FOR THE PURPOSE OF OVERTHRGRING THE GOVERNMENT
of NICARAGUR OR PROVOKING R MILITARY EXCHANGE BETNEEX NICARAGUA AND
Honouras.!? . : ,

Tue HouseE ADOPTED THE BAN ON A 411-0 VOTE RFTER BEARTING BARCK A MORE
STRINGENT PROHIBITION. THE SENATE ACCEPTED THE HouSE-PRSSED
RESTRICTION AFTER 1T DEFERTED AN ANENDMENT TO BAN use oF ANy U.S.
FUNDS ‘‘IN SUPPORT OF IRREGULAR FORCES OR PRRAMILITARY GROUPS'' IN THE
REGION,

SpME LIBERAL DEMOCRATS SRY THE BAN RILL STILL PERMIT THE AGENCY TO
FUNNEL ARNS TC NICARAGUAN REBELS UNDER THE PRETEXT OF INTERDICTING
GUNS GOING TO EL SALVADOR. THEY SRY THE RIGHTIST REBELS COULD THEN USE
THE WERPONS TO ATTRCK NICARARGURN FORCES.

 SpURCES SRID SOME INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS RERE PERSURDED BY

LRSEY THAT THE COVERT ACTIONS WERE GOING BETTER THAN THEY HAD THOUGHT.
BUT ONE MEMBERsS WHO ALSO ASKED NOT TO BE 1DENTIFIEDs SA1D HE FEELS
THE RCTIONS MHRVE HURTs MRKING NICRRAGUA'S GOVERNMENT MORE RADICAL AND
LESS WILLING TO TOLERATE INTERNAL DISSERT.

THE DEBATE OVER EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COVERY ACTIVITIES 1S LIKELY TO
DOMINATE THE RTTENTION OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES IN THE NEXT
CEVERAL MONTHSs RCCORDING TO THE SOURCES.

ANOTHER SOURCE SRAID SOME OF THE MORE RMEITIOUS COVERT ACTIONS _
PROPOSED FOR NICARAGUR WERE DISCARDED AFTER EVEN CONSERVATIVE MEMBERS
OF THE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEES OBJECTED.

Txe RERGAN ADMINISTRATION MRS BEEN OPENLY HOSTILE 70 THE NICARAGUAN
GDVERNMENTs WHICH SEI1ZED PONER 1IN 1979 AFTER OVERTHROWING LONGTINME
DICTATOR ANRSTASIO SOMOZA. THE ADMINISTRATION HAS ACCUSED THE .
SANDINISTA GOVERNMENT OF SUPPORTING LEFTIST GUERRILLAS IN NEAREY EL
CALVADOR AND RCTING RS R BERCHHERD FOR CueAN AND SOVIET INFLUENCE IN
THE REGION.
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